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ly Son, Be STRONG in the Grace that 

1 is in Chriſt Jeſus. ; 

T is a Conjecture, which our Brightman, and 

| after him our Burroughs, has upon the four li- 4 

| ving Creatures, exhibi red unto John in the 4th "4 
Chapter of the Revelation, That Four ſucceſſive * 

States of the Church were thereby denoted and pre- v 

Jicted. Firſt the Church was like a LION, for = 


rom 
1 q 


I" he Courage of encountring the Perſecutions of the | 
man and Pagan Emperors. Then the Church graw © 
ib; Ro be like an OXE, for ſubmitting to the heavy. 


mpoſitions of Antichriſt, As the Reformation camę 
dn, the Church became like a MAN, and wou 
Io longer ſubmit unto the Yoke, nor take any thing 
ut what it ſees Reaſon for, Anon the Church be- 

omes an EAGLE, for High Flights of Chriſtia- 
ity: Chriſtians muſt now more heavenly - 
inds, and ſoar up like the Eagle towards Heaven 
their Diſpoſitions. I Wiſh we may do our Part 
is Day, that this Conjetture on a Prophecy may 
rove a Prophecy. But alas! whereabouts are we? 
doubt I muſt look out for ſome otheg Fm blem than 
hat of an Eagle, for the Chrittianity that is moſt 
enerally to be obſerved among, us. 
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Manh mh Chil fiunity « Ae, 
3 1 tell — wy ' Obſervation, q * vim not 

ae me « be calld . It is. to 
e hoped, that — are a con derable Number 
ſeriou Chi ſtians among us. But the Number ef them, 
who im any ſutable meaſure live up to their Na. 
rind is not ſo conſiderable; r 
of them who have the P-wer of Godlin livelily ope- 
rating in them. We read concerning the Maalite 
oing out of Egypt, Fſal. 105. 37. There was not one 
2 Perſen among their Tribes, But this cannot be 
aid of our Tribes, I wilh it might not be ſaid of our 
Churches, that they are feeble Chriſtians ww they 
are moſtly compoſed of. We are moſtly but 
Feeble Folk. An Emblem for our Chriftianity I ſee al- 
ready croſling my Way, e're I am 222 before 1 
paſs any further. I ſay, we are a Feeble Folk, Lyiſh 
we all had better Demonſtration. of our having at 
leaſh ſo 2 Chr:ftianity as this, That our Houſe is in 


The holy Oracles of God have entertained us with 
Fa 0 linction of true Chriſtians. There are ſome 
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it is very lam; 

may be a * to doubt whether it be real i i 

them or nas Ii yet but a Day of ſmall things) wit 
them! Au i Gy it; the 74 of us, alas! the 
oft af us, 775 tbe und in ibis Form of Chriſtians 

Themors thepity ! Pia gd Matter of Lamentation: 
'Tis 3 11 matter of Aſtomſbment Eſpecially conſi 

r great Advant 2 to become Eminent i 


thoſe 5 you orn the Doctrine of God our Es 
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of Chriſtianity. well built Chriſtians, and well 
Chriſtians, Chriſtians in whom the Beauty of Chril 
nity is a little conſpicuous; Chriſtians, that are m 
worth of that Worthy Name which is pop upon them, 
They have not only Grace in the Truth of it, bat 


ſar alſo Grace in the Strength of it. Our Apoſtle ex- 


horts his Timothy to be ſuch a Chriſtian, He was a 
Miniſter. A Minifter of the Goſpel is to Do more 
than others, and Bear more than others. He is. to 
Do for others, and to Bear from others more than 
others. Ordinary Degrees of Grace are not enough 


heyMto qualify a Aiuiſter, that he may ſhine and burn as 
tal glorious Light in the Houſe of God, or be a Pillar 
e Al in the Temple of his God. Our Timothy was indeed 
re but a young Man. This muſt not excuſe him: He 


muſt yet be a ſtrong Man, and old in Grace. One 
p hat is not old in Tears may be old in Grace, A Child 
is in may be an Hundred Years old. It is foretold, that 
n the Days of the AMeſſiah, it ſhall be ſo. Timoth 
as naturally one of a weakly Conſtitution; he had 


omeſWen Infirmities : But there was a way to make it up; 
ity e was to be ftrong in Grace, A ſpiritual Strength. 
cal- Vill make amends tor bod. Weak. l 
hey 
but tied, The Grace tha: is in CHRIST JESUS. An 
here dmirable Direction whither to go for Grace. What 
y in ill it ſignify to recommend Grace, and a Strength in 
ich race, without ſome good Advice whether to go for 


it? Many Sermons and C unſels of Piety have I ſeen 
lo nothing but beat the Air, becauſe they have not 
ed Men to the great Storehouſe of Grace, where God 


en go thither for it. GRACE: It is CHRIST 


Ess, who is the Purchaſer of it: It is CHRIST 
ans WESUS, who is the Diſpenſer of i:. It is in CHRIST 
ation ESUS that we are to conſider the Grand ur 
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2 Grace thus recommended unto Timothy, is 


as laid up all Grace, and bid the famifhed Souls of 
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52 1 have many Propoſals to make unto my 


Hearers about their getting up to ſome Strength in the 
ace of God. Behold, a General Direction afore- 
hand laid in, how all the Propoſals may be accom- 
pliſhed ! Oh! Loot to CHRIST JESUS : Oh! F 
to CHRIST JESUS; and fo the Great Point will be 
gained effectually, wonderfully ! = 
The DOCTRINE which is to bring on our Diſ- 
7 courſe muſt be this: 
\ It is the Cn ernof true Chriftians to become STRONG 
| in the Grace that makes them Chriftians, - 
That which my Diſcourſe and my Deſign in this 
DOCTRINE will fall upon, is this, That there is a 
STRENGTH in Chriſtianity, which is the Excel- 
lency of ſome Chriſtians, and ſhould be the Ambition 
of all Chriſtians. That Advice, how often has it 
been brought from Heaven unto us, Be STRONG ! 
Be STRONG : When the Bleſſed Martyr: Polycarp 
was going to his Martyrdom, there was heard that 
Voice uttered, as it was then generally thought, by 
an Angel from Heaven, unto that Man of God, Be 
Strong ! Play the Man! We often have it uttered 
unto us in the Book of God; it is the Voice of God 
blften here uttered unto us. Oh! that it might come 
| with a ſtrengthening Force upon us! It implies, there - 
are ſome Chriſtians that are ftronger than others. [See 
Rom. 15. 1-7.] You may find ſage [it may be feared, 
very many] Chriſtians, who are poor, mean, dull 
Things. They put forth bug few Acts of ſolid Chriſtia- 
airy, The Proofs of their Chriſtianity are very dimi- 
nutive: They are puiſuy Creatures, They don't run, 
they hardly crawl, in the Way commanded of God. n: 
Their little, froward, childiſh Tricks are numberleſs. {Þ”« 
They are meer Pigmies in Chriſtianity, But then 
there are ſome Chriſtians, that are ſtronger in the . 
Grace of our Lord JESUS CHRIST. They are got Ne 
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Manly Chriſtianity deſcribed. 
vaſtly farther on towards the Perfection, whichs 
ought by all Chriſtians to be aſpired after. There 
that, which, in one Word, may be called MANLY 
CHRISTIANITY.) I am going to give you a De- 
ſcription of MANLY CHRISTIANITY. There is 
. CASE of this Importance, which I am now to in- 
iſt u P WI ; "0 Loy 
Wat are the Marks of 4 Chriſtian STRONG in 
the Grace of th: Lord JESUS CHRIST? Or, 
What are the Symptoms, what are the Tokens of a 
GOOD STRENGTH in Chriſtianity ? | 
Chriſtians, the Marks call for your ftrongeſt At- 
tention. We read of Saul, 1 Sam. 14. 52. When he 
ſam any ſtrong Man, he took him unto him. This Day 
my Treatiſe is to do ſuch a thing. 8 
1. There are a Thouſand Reaſons for it, that I 
make this the F:rft of my Marks, and one of my Rea - 
ſons is, becauſe there are ſome, that would have 
wholly e to have ſaid any thing at all about 
it. It is this: When a Glorious CHRIST becomes 
\LL unto a Chriſtian, there is a Strength in the 
race of that Chriſtian : Tis a Chriſtian of the fron- 
ger Sort. Marvel not, that we begin here. Except a 
lorious Chriſt become our Al, we do Nothing. Our 
Lord has adviſed us, John 15. 5. Without me jau can 
do nothing. Would we be ftrong in Grace ? It muſt 
de as it is in, CHRIST JESUS. It is by converſin 
much with CHRIST JESUS, as the Fountain 5 
race, that we come to be ftrong in Grace. A Man 
hat has little to do with CHRIST JESUS, -will have 
but very little Grace in him. I will illuſtrate the 
matter. The Church of God, for the Main, is 
— It paſſes thro various Diſpenſations. The 
Remarks to be made upon the Variety of the Ds/penfa- 
zons, under the which the Church has been Tutor'd 
ad Nurtur'd, they are ſome of the moſt fyrpriai 
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„ Manly Chriſtiamity deferibed. 


agg in the World. The Zemarkables occurring in 
"1 Y SV ariety, are Sacred Curioſities, that would fur. 
* 
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rize and raviſh the Man of Contemplation. Well: 
he Church is one Day to grow up into a moſt 
MANLY STATE of Chriſtianity. But what will 
1 be the Character of that MANLY STATE, we 
; read, Eph. 4. 13. A perfect Man, the Meaſure of the 
Fette of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. The Character of 
that MANLY STATE will be, To be full of 
CHRIST. There ſhall be more of CHRIS T in it, 
I than there has been in the former Diſperſetions. 
{ - CHRIST Rhall be more confidered, than he had 
been in all the Ages that went before. Now ſome- 
thing analogous to this there is in every Chriſtian, as 
be grows toward MANLY CHRISTIANITY. As 
he grows toward a perfect Man, and out of a great 
AMeaſure and Stature in Chriſtianity, a Fulneſs o 
CHRIST will fignalize him. 
We read of Growth in Grace, Well: But what 
is the Note of a well-grown Chriftian, one that is 
growh in Grace? We read, 2 Pet. 3. 18. Grow i 
Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
FESUS CHRIST. Acquaintance with our Lord and 
Saviour JESUS CHRIST ; this is that which is at- 
_ tended with Growth in Grace. One who knows 
little of JESUS CHRIEST, and the Skill of living 
upon him and unto him, as little will de the Grace oi. 
ſuch an one. W 
We read of ſome that are Fathers in Chriſtianity. 
But whit is the ſingular Glory of thoſe Fathers 
Thete is a Glory about the Head of theſe Fathers 
Continual Thoughts of a Glorious CHRIST are t 
Rays of their incomparable Glory, We read, 1 John ** 
2. 13. Tour Fathers have known Him that & from th! 


Bejiining, It is our Lord JESUS CHRIST, that 
— Days, who is He that was from the Begin 
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wng the Little Children; but one is now among 


he Fathers in . Chriſtianity, when he knows the 
ord JESUS. CHRIST, and knows how to make 


im of Life, knows not how to live without Him. 

Well then: Let us draw the firſt Strokes, in the 
PortraiCtureof a Chriſtian growing rang in the Grace 
f Chriſtianity. | | 


Firſt, Where is the Man, who does prize the 


—_ of a glorious CHRIST, above all the 
nowledge ot the World? The Man who cries after 
hat precious Knowledge, and lifts up his Voice for it; 
2 bd it as for Silver, and 5 for it as for hid 
reaſures : The Man who can ſay with him, 1 Cor. 
« 2. I have determined to know nothing, but Teſus 
briſt, and Him cracified. And the Man, who when 
e finds any Diſcoveries of the 24/tery of CHRIST, 
mightily gratity'd with it, and grateful for it: he 
nds a mighty Reliſh in it ; it pleaſes him wondrou- 
y ; it istohim, as the Food of Angels. This is the 


an: He bids fair to be ſhortly a Companion of 


{ngels. When they gathered a double Portion of Man- 
a of old, it was near the Sabbath; now the Sabbath 
as coming on: A Chriſtian, that gathers more than 
prmerly, of this Delicious and Cæleſtial Manna, 
e Knonledge of a glorious CHRIST, he gets into a 


etter and a fronger n for his Eternal Sab. 


th : He Repents for Heaven comfortably. 
Aar 3» Where is the Man, who comes off entire- 
rom his own Righteonſneſs, and flies to the Righ- 
18 s of a glorious CHRIST, with Underſtanding, 
ith Stedfaſtneſs, with Agony? The Man, who 
akes mention of this Righteouſneſs, even of this only, 
nat he may have a Righteouſneſs wherein to ftand be- 
re God The Man who fees with amazement the 
B Kigh- 
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ing: 'He that was the Son of God, before his Ju- 
arnation ; from all Eternity: One is no longer a- 


289 


# 


— - 
.. 1 4 I 
2822 HIS TIES 
4 be} & * — = 


2 8 * * Py, 5 V1 „ 
- ws TT \ by , - 
q * 85 
10 + Manly Chriſtianity Aoſcbile 
10 * 
a . 


4 


—— —̃ —„— — 
"it * 1 


Riohieonſn:ſs of that Obedience, which the Son of 
God in the Fleſh, becoming our Surety, yielded unto 
the Law of God; and receiving that Gift of Righte- 
o»ſneſs, with a very clear Notion of it, makes it his 
only Refuge from the Terrors of the Holy Law : This 
is the Mon Younger Chriſtians, who do not yet 
know themſelves, would fain find ſomething in them- 
ſelves, to commend them unto the Favout of God: 
They would fain join a little of their own Righre- 
ouſneſs, to the Righteouſneſs of their Saviour, that it 
may have ſome Share in Tubing of them: Fain 
have ſome Good Works of their own, to be done firſt, 
and own'd, as the Ground of their Hope, to be 7ufified 
by the Blood of a Saviour. Older, and Jutter, and 
Stronger Chriſtians, are brought off more thoroughl 
from the Spirit of the Old Covenant, in the valt Al- 
fair of their Juſtification. 

But then, Thirdly, Mind what they do, and where 
they go, for Sanctification. The Man, who is as much 
concerned that he may be Holy, as that he may be 
Righteous ; but goes the night way to come at it: 
The Man who prays and weeps to God, for the 
Death of his Sin ; but makes the Death of a Glorious 
CHRIST, his grand Plea to obtain it: Who in- 
ceſſantly begs for much, very much Motineſs ; and 
pleads, That a Glorious CHRISR has Bongbt it for 
Him ; and, That a Glorious CHRIST is the Head, 


in whom it is laid up for all His Members, that are 


unutterably Groaning after it: This is the Man ! Your 
Chriſtians of the leſſer ſort, are much Strangers to 
this Method of preſſing after Santtity. = 

This is not all. Finally, Mark the Man, who 
propounds unto himſelf the Imitation of a Glorious 
CHRIST, as the Greatef Glory in the World. He 
often thinks on the Grace which was expreſs d in the 


Life of the Lord JESUS CHRIST, [That Chrifieniy 
; [0 
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„That I might have as near a Keſemblance as is pol” 


be ſible, | to, as full an Influenc as is poſſible, from, 


his © the Grace that (hone in that Man, who was fairer 
„ehen ile Children of Men ! Oh! That the ne of 
„this Glorious LORD was imprinted on me! 
= He often thinks on the —_— Conduct which there 
— was in the Work of the Lord JESUS CHRIST : 
67. He <dwires the Example ; He fadies the Example; 
e follows the Example; He wiſhes, Le labours; 
Oh! That I may walt as my Lord JESLIS CHRIST 
"201 ©* walked! Oh ! That L may be as my Lord JESUS 
ff © CHRIST 24 i, the World. 1 will ear the Mat- 
He d ter one Step further, The Man mects with Sgferings, 
rp perhaps he is moſt unjuſtly maligned, abuſed, inju- 
Sa ed. But he ſees a little Conformity to the Sufferings 
of the Lord JESUS CHRIST, in what he - ſuffers. 

This cauſes him, even to joy. in Tribulation: It 
makes his Heart cven leap within him: He cries out, 
Ahl Bleſſed Sorrow] Oh! welcome Sorrow! Which 
* renders me conformed unto my Bleſſed Savitur ! 
Mark this, Chriſtian Man brhold this Grown Chrithe 
an: The Strength of Grate inthis Man, is more than a 
little; or, at leaſt, it won't be long before it will be ſo! 
2. A Chriſtian that not only Afpires, but alſo 
Aaim, to the P*jnoipal -and Sin Strokes, in 
erery Grace of Chriſtianity : is! is 4 Strong 


That creeping Frame of Spirit, in ſome, ho would 
by all means know the minimum quod ſio or jut how 
much Godlineſs will ſet a Man withia the Gates of 
Heaven, that fo they may (top there: How little 
Grace-will be juſt enough ! I doubt, I ſhould ſpeak 
too favourably of it, if I ſhould only ſay, That 
Godlineſs makes a very little Figure in ſuch a Man. 
I will rather think, 7 is not compatible to a Godly 
Man. B 2 But 
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tothe Life !] and bis Heart pants within him; “ Oh! 


give you a Token of it. It is, when a Man. gives 
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12 anly Chriſtianity deſcribed. 
But a Man Strong in Grace, may have that ſaid 
ol him; Prov. 17. 27. He is one of an Excellent Iii 
Spirit. He is a Man who takes that Counſel; Sek WG 
that ye may Excel. And he Finds what he Seeks. L 
We will come to an Indication of Particalars ; of. 

rticular Excellencies. 14. 

A Man may have the Faith, to commit himſelf in- 
to the ſaving Hands of a Great Saviour. And yet it 
may be ſaid unto him, O hos of little Faith. His 
Faith may be but as 4 Grain of Muſtard Seed. There 
may be uch lacking in his. Faith. But then there is 
another Man, who gets up to Abraham Faith; of 
whom we read, Row. 4» 20. He was Strong in Faith, 
giving Glory to God. There is a STRONG FAITH ; 
and I will give you a Token of it. It is, when a 

Man can cheerfully Forego and Forſake all that the 
Lord calls upon him to part withal ; Sacrifice. eve- 
ry thing in this World, and joyfully think. Vou 
* ſhall find that in my Glorious CHRIST, and in 
< the World to come, which will make amends for all. 

Again; A Man may have the Repentance, to 
mourn for Sin, and to turn from it. And yet the Repen- 
tance may be very Defective; there may bz very much 
Cauſe to renew the Repentance. But then, there is a- 
nother Man, who gets up to Peter's Repentance ; of 
whom we read, Matth. 26. 27. He wept bitterly. 
There is a STRONG REPENTANCE ; and I will 


——_ 


Welcome to, and is Thankful for, the Bittereft A 
ons, by which he finds that Sin is imbittered unto Wo 
him; and he ſays, What-ever Death comes upon 
* me, if it will but kill my Sin, tis better than Life. 
Once more; A Man may have the Holineſs, to 
be lothe to venture upon the doing of any thing that 
ſhall be againſt the Light of his Conſcience ; any plain 
Works of Darkneſs, And yet the Holineſs may be of a 
very 
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Manly Chriſtianity deſcribed. 13 
aid very ordinary Strain; there may be much of Blemiſh, 
ent Min the Holineſs ; much of Lameneſs in the Walk with 
ek God. But then, there is another Man that gets up to 
David's Holineſs: Who could ſay, Pſal. 16. 8. I 
have ſet the Lord always before me. There 18 a STRONG 

OLINESSN; And I will give you a Token of it. 


in- t is, when a Man makes it his daily Courſe, to 
t it PPring his All under a Dedication to God. He Ears, 
His e Sleeps, he Recreates himſelf; Why? His Endis, 
hat he may be Supported and Refrethed in the Ser- 
e is Nice of God. He follows his Calling, he viſits his 
of {W\V:ighbour ; Why? His End is, That he may ſerve 
ith, Pod in the Station where he has placed him. Much 
; {Wnore, in Religious Actions, he does all to the Glory of 
n a Wood. And for his Whole Man, and all his Comforts, 
the ll bis /ncerefts, he even languiſhes ; Oh! Thar my 
eve- All may be the Lord's! Oh! That Acknowledg- 
Lou] ments of the LORD, may be tetch'd out of all that 
in lam, and all that I have! | 
all. Finally, (There is a Charity to Mankind, A Chri- 
to ian may have ſo much of this Charity, as not mali- 


zouſly to hurt other Men: And yet there may be 
o conſiderable Warmth in the Charity. But then 


s a- Were is another Man, whoſe Charity bas in it, ſome- 

of Wing very Conſider able and Heroical. There is a 
erly. MLRONG CHARITY in him. You ſhall know 
will Wim from this lovely Token upon him; He can Toyl 


day and Night, for the of the moſt unchankful 
eople in the World; and thoſe, from whom he 
doks to be baſely Requited after all. You ſhall 
pon {ave another Token. He can heartily * well, 
Life. Wartily do well, unto his Perſonal Enemies; he over- 
„ to e Evil with Good. If it may lie in his way, to 
that o Kindneſs unto the Worſt of Men, and unto thoſe 
lain ¶ ho have dealt very ill with him, he*lldo it with all 
of a Ws Heart. | 

very Yes, 
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Ves; this is a ftrong Man; a Sampſon in Chriſti 
anity ; a Champion in the Army of Chriſtians. | 
3. A Chriſtian; who is become well inform'd ii 

Al the Truth, which has been Peace-meal given ou 
unto the Church of God; but alſo feels a very tram 
forming Power of this Truth upon him: This is on 
ftrong in Grace There is a Strength in his Chritti 
anity. | F $i $406 4 

We have a notable Difference between Chriſtian 

intimated unto us; Heb. 3. 13, 14, One that w/; 

4 Aill, and is anskilſul in the Word of Righteouſneſs, ani 

F a Babe: And thoſe who have ſtrong eat belongin 

to them, as being of full Age. 18 2. 

I bere is an invaluable Treaſury of TRUTH ia t 

Sacred Scriptures. All this Truth was not reveale 

once. It has been wiſely diſpenſed unto th 

I | . urch in divenſe Parcels [Heb., 1. I. -FoAvurrgs.] 4 

'F Well as in diverſe Manners. Now there are ic 

3 hriſtians, who content themſelves with the mo 

4 generat Truths of Chriſtianity ;, ſuch as ate Fundame: 

© | tal and Eſſential to all Chriſtianity, - They ſeem t 

care for no. more. Indeed, if they be count we 
eſtabliſhed in theſe, I will forbear calling ther 

weakly Chriſtiansn. But yet I will ſay, there a 

| Kronger than they. It is pitty that many Tyrus 
| which concern the 12 God, are roo ftrong f 
| their weak Digeſtion. At may be {41d unto them as 


was to the Diſciples of our Lord; white they wet 
yet Juniors in thei Chriſtianity z John 16. 12. Te ca 
not bear them nuvp. [et 
Well; but there are Chriſtians, Who are ſo 
died in the whole Body of Divinity, that upon ever t 
'Article of it, . —— able to convince ary Gainſo ; 
ers, There are Chriſtians, who dig into every pa 

of the Bible, even the Prophetical as well as the reſt 
and ſeize upon the ample Sports, Which they * ont 5 
" 221 |  Taenc 
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riſtif;.ence be enrich'd withal. There are Chriſtians, 


ho are mighty in the Scriptures? / | 
This may be, and yet they may not be worthy 
he Name of Chriſtiant. Wherefore, one Touch 
Wore muſt be given, to give the ftrong Man his true 
omplexion. The Truth has a marvellous Force up- 
him: It marvellouſſy ſarttifies him, and enforces 
im to live unto God. A ſweet Conſtraint, accom- 
nied with the ſweeteſt Freedom imaginable. A 
bmpulſion, all made up of Liberty : Light without 
ame, tis the main Scandal given by the weaker 
i//zans of our Reformation. The ſtronger ones have 
Flame of Zeal, * ns wr to the Light of 
nowledpe in them. 
nrighteouſneſs : No; they walk in the Truth, and 
ey chuſe the Way of Truth. It was of old, a Say- 
a; Shew me a Man, in whom the Smoke that is 
ied from the Light of Knowledge, does not extin- 
iſh the Hire of Religion and (Devotion: Ille per- 
us eſt, ſed quis eſt hic ut adore mus eum: This is a 


o much of him! I will ſay, ſhew me a Man, that 
ows a great deal, and that /aves and lives in ſome. 
ze proportion to his Knowledge : A Man fil'd with 
— ou and yet proportionably full of all Gooaneſs. 
n tell, where and when, there once were ſuch Men 
the World. The Apoltle ſaid he could find ſome 


m ſenſible, I do not yet ſpeak particularly enough. 
ill ay then; ſhew me a Man, who, the more he 
ows'of the Exiftence and Attributes of GOD, he 
ce more allowed up in Communion with God; 
> has his Eyes the more continually towards the 
ord! A Man, who, the more he knows of the 
eat Myſtery, a CHRIST, who is God manifeſt in 
eſp, the mere a Chriſt is. endear'd unto him; the 
more, 


hey don't hold the Truth in 


lan of ſuch Perfection, that we cannot eaſily make 


ch among the Members of the Church at Rome. 
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more he derives all from, - devores all to, ſuch an a- 


miable Redeemer ; and with a fainting Anguiſh he 
cries out, O my Lord, and my God, what ſhall I do 
to glorify thee ! A Man, who, the more he knows of 
the Nature and Operations of the SOUL, the more 
ſollicitous he is to ſecure the Salvation of his own 
Sul; the more ſollicitous to get the Divine Image 
imprinted on his Soul! A Man, who, the more he 
knows of the Inviſible World, and the Future State; 
the more watchful he is, that he may not forfeit the 
Benefits of the good Angels, or be enſnared by the De- 
vices of the evil ones;, the more careful he is to flee 
from the Wrath to come, and lay hold on eternal Life. 
A Man, who, the more he knows of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, the more he improfes in that —_— which 
is required in the Scriptures; and he is the more 
zealous of good Works. Ah, Lord, wilt thou pleaſe to 
male ſuch Men, and then we ſhall ſee more of them 
And yet, I think, I may carry on the Demand a lit- 
tle further than all of this. I will ſay, ſhew me the 
Man, that is furniſhed with incomparable Skill in the 
Languages and Sciences; but he ſeeks out witty Inven- 
tions, to make all his Furniture uſeful nnto the 
Sanctuary of the Lord. The Man, who is an ex- 
quiſite Artiſt in abundance of Literature; but he 
counts the Act of converſing with God and Chriſt, 
and Heaven, to be the beſt of all Acts, and with a 
rapturous Ailiduity, he employs all his Acts to ad- 
vance practical Piety in the World! This is a ffrong 
Man, one of ſome Strength in Chriſtianity, Me- 
thinks, I ſee him Hhining like the Morning Sur, and 
rejoicing like a ſtrong Man, to run the Race of Chrifti- 
anity. 

+ Much ACTIYVITYTin Chriſtianity, this 
will argue the Strength of it; this will declare the 
Chriſtian to be a ſtrong Man; one ftrong in Grace 

one 
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Manly Chriſtianity deſcribedl. 1 
a: One 2 to be numbred with the Worthies of our WV 

Davi . | 1 4 
- When Chriſtians do little for God, and for one a- 4 
of nother, tis a Sign of much Weakneſs in them. The 4 
re Wl fronger Chriſtians are your fruitful ones, your uſeful 
n ones. There are Chriſtians who get up towards that 
Happineſs; Joh. 15. 8. Herem is my Father glorified, 
he Wl that ye bear much Fruit. Much Fruit will be a Proof 
of much Strength in a Chriſtian. A Chriſtian conti- 
he nually ſhooting forth gracious Thoughts and gracious 
be. Words. A Chriſtian continually engaged in ſome rf 
ee Exerciſe of Grace, or in ſome Obedience to God. A 9 

Chriſtian continually paying ſome Reſpe& unto God, 
1b. or doing ſomething that may be for the Good of o- | 
ch Wl fer Aden. This is a fruiqhl Chriſtian. and if there | 
\re were not good Strength and Sap in him, he could never k 
be fo fruit ful. 

It is a Rule for the ftronger Set of Chriſtians, 1 Cor. 
lit . 58+ Be always abounding in the Work of the Lord. 
A Chriſtian that has Abundance of Devotions and 
Prayers without ceaſing, and ſends up whole Quivers 
of Arrows to Heaven every Day : A Chriſtian that 
has abundance of Contrivances, how to be a Bleſſing 
unto thoſe that are about him; often deviſing of 
Good: A Chriſtian whodoes abundance of Alms deeds, 


= and not only thinks how to increaſe and preſerve his 5 
h - Riches, but often, often thinks, How ſhall I employ for * 
pi: the Honour of God, that Eſtate with which He has en- 
a” Wriched me! I ſay unto you, This is an healthy Chri- 
Fr ſtian, an bearty Chriſtian, Commend me to your 


hriſtians that are like the Oxen of the blefſed People, 
trong to labour. We all have our Talents. The more 
razy Chriſtians, I will call them your Bed-rid 
Chriſtians ; their Sloth will enable them to ſuch a 


_ Denomination : Theſe do rarely ſet themſelves to 
the think what their Talents are, and what they ſhall do 
ner a glorious CHRIST, wk all their Talents, But 

| as 


heavy Burdens, We read, Jam. 1. 4. Let Patience 
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as Chriſtians grow ſtrong in Grace, they grow more 
ſtrongly concern'd, that ſuch TALENTS as they have 
may be modeftly but uſefully applied, in thoſe Ways 
of Vſefu'neſs wherein they may glorify God. Their 
inward Thought is, Oh that I may give a geod Account 
of all my Opportunities! And there is one Piece of 
Wifdom which mightily and ſenſibly grows upon 
them: The Loſs of Time grows very uneaſy to them: 
To miſpend and ſquander away Time unprofitably, 
is a thing which will diſtreſs them wonderfully. 

Briefly, A Chriſtian that is always at work for 
God; here is a Chriſtian that is to be reckon d a- 
mong the ſtrong Men in Iſrael. A brave Sight! One 
higher than the reſt of the r : A choice Man : 1 
will fay of him what Samuel ſaid of Saul, there are 
none, or but few, like him among all the People. Or 
Iwill thus make a true Report of the Matter; Theſe 
are Men of great Stature; they are Giants. 1 know 
- Who may with Sorrow ſay, I am in my own fight as a 
Graſbopper before them. 8 

5. We have ſpoke of Doing : But ſhall we not 
ſpeak of Bearing too? A Chriſtian that can BEAR 

MUCH; This is one ftrong in Grace It ſhews a 
Strength in Chriſtianity, when we can handſomely 
bear heavy Trials. *Tis a ftrong Back that can bear 


have its perfect Work ; that — may be perfect and en- 
tire, wanting nothing. The Work of Grace in us, ad - * 
vinces bravely towards the Perfection of it, when ail 
ſtrong Patience comes to be notably exerciſed, Thi 
I will ſay, after you have done the Will of God, tho. 
you have done it never ſo conſcienciouſſy, you have 
need of Patience to crown the Work, 

Upon this Matter, let us ſee a little Particulars. 
Firſt ; There are Aflictions which the Hand © 
GOD more immediately, a Wiſe, a Juſt, and 2 
Faithful GOD, lays upon us. Every 2 wh 
- roſs 
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Croſs-bearer, But after what Faſhion do we bear the 
Croſs ?. Your Sucklings and Weaklings in Chriſtianity, 
theſe are very 8 When ſuch Aclictions 
ome upon them, their Minds are very little under 
be Efficacy of this Divine Conſide ratiun; * That 
there is the Hand of GOD in all our Afflictions; 
and that this God is our Father, who not only can 
do us no Wreng, but alſo will do us no Hurt God 
has meant it all unto Good. No; they fulfil that 
ord, Prov. 24. 10. If thou faint in the day of Ad- 
erſity thy Strength is but ſmall. They fling, they 
ave, they roar; they are very boiſterous. Nothing 
dut Length of Time aſſwages the Tempeſt; with Time, 
ot with Grace, the Grief wears off; and there's an 
End. In the mean time, they never ſet themſelves 
o examine, What Leſſons they ſhould learn from their 
{Aiftions; Ah, childiſh Chriſtians ! ah, filly Chil- 
uren! I will call them of the Race of Zacheus, But 
ow, let us come to the Chriliian, who is come to 
ome Strength in Chriſtianity, There are two moſt 
miable Diſpoſitions of ſuch a Chriſtian, under his 
Mictian. Lou have Scriptural Exhibitions of them. 
One is that, Plal. 39. 9. 1 was dumb, I open:d not my 

outh, becauſe thou didft it. He leaves a Reſtraint 
pon every Diſemper, every Diſorder, that would 


im is, he ſees, © 'Tis the Great G O D, who is now 
chaſti/ng'of me; a GOD who may do what he will 
with me and mine: May not the Potter do fo with 


Sint have deſerved: A GOD who yet is fulfillin 
his Promiſes to me all this while: His Paths are af 
Mercy and Truth. Ges: 
Another is that, Pſal. 119. 71. J. is good for me 
hat I have been aflifted, that I may learn thy Statutes. 
e perſwades himſelf, he comforts himſelf; © My 
Gcd intends to _ Sin more loathſome to me, 
2 = Aly 
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degin to appear in his Heart. That which reſtrains 


hit Clay! A GOD who puniſhes me far leſs than my 
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© more contemptible to me, by theſe Chuſtiſe ments. 
© He intends to guicten my Pace in the Paths of Righ- 
© teouſneſs, and prepare me for the Bleſſ-dneſs of the 
* Righteous.. Return to thy Reſt, O my Soul, for the 
Lord has dealt favourably with thee, This Carri- 
age under Afictiont, tis peculiar to your ſtronger 
briftianity, *Tis a Spectacle for Angels : The Sons of 
the mighty are the wondring SpeRators ſof it, and 
glority that GO D, who gives Grace tor ſuch a 
ength unto the Children of Men. ; 
Well, but, 5 1 | 
Secondly, We meet with Difficulties in the Hu- 
mour; of Men: Theſe are more difficult for to be 
encountred withal, than Sorrows from the more im- 
mediate Hand of Cod. Here, the crooked Things are 
ſo many that they cannot be numbred. But tet us a 
little (ee, how a Chriftian, ftrong in his Uprighineſs, 
will bear theſe crooked Things. | | 
_ Firſt, we are told, Rom. 15. 5. We that are ftrong 
ought to bear the Infirmities of the weak. Some are ſo 
weak, that they ſcruple many things which we have 
not the leaſt Scruple about. There are thoſe who 
diſſent from us in Rebigious Opinions; they can't ſee 
With our Eyes: What ſhall we do now? Chriſtians 
that are of a leſſer Sou!, will perhaps be for-perſecuring 
of them; or at leaſt; for treating them with Hurſp- 
neſs, with Fierceneſs, with Fury. The leſs Progreſs 


Men have made in Chriſtianity, the eſ3 able they 


are to bear with ſuch as conſcientionſly difent from 
them. Violent Animoſities maintained among prone 
Chriſtians, for their Diſſent in Things, wherein a 
Variety may be conſiſtent with Piety, it argues them 
to be ſtill Dwarfs in Chriſtianity. But the Chriſtian 
of a larger Soul will bear with Diſſenters : He will 
treat them lovingly, eaſily; he will pitty their Ex- 
rers ; He will »ſe all Gentleneſs in Recovering of _— 
n 
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And if he can ſee ary thing of CHRIST in'them, he 
will value them, he will embrace them affeRionate- 
ly; the Difference of their Opinions will not alienate 
his Affection from them. It is obſervable, the older 
x and ſtronger that Chriftians grow in Grace, the more 
i- Generous they become towards Diſſenrers and the 
7 WM more there comes upon them the ſweet Sixit of Cum 
of MW munion with all the true Servants of God,:though of 
id diff rent Perſwaſions in the leſſer Matters of Neligion. 
a As the Spirit of Chriſtianity ſhall gain Strength in the 
World, it is moſt certain that the Spirit o Penſecu-· 

| tion will go out of the World. vie Viet 
u- Iwill proceed. We are ſocalled upon, Gal. 6. 2. 
be Bear ye one anothers Burden, and ſo fulfil the Lam of 
m- Wl Chrit. Why, we wake Burdens for one another. 
re We may ſee mach Fly in our Friends, that may be 
3 2 Wl very burdenſome, very troublefome unto us. They 
ſs, may treat us very fooliſhly, very frowardly, very 
| ablurdly. They may be baſe-remper'd, and ill-hu- 
me Wl mour'd People; what ſhall we do with them? Do 
ſo WW this; Be ftrong, and let the Strength of your Grace ap- 
we pear in a generous Compaſſion for them. Com- 
ho Il paſſionate their Folly, lock upon them as the Nurſe 
ſee does upon the wayward Infant Genercuſſy do them 
ins what Gobd you can. Take as little Notice as may 
f be of their }/mpertinencies.. Do not go to ſet your 
Wits againſt then Why they are Babes, meer 
Babes, don't uſe them fooliſhly 5 and tho' you mee® 
with neyer ſo much fooliſh Uſage from them. This 
tis to play the Man in Chriftianity. SN 
There are none that meet with more Occaſion to- 
employ the Strength of theit Grace this Way, thaw | 

two Orders of Men; RULERS in the Sure, and 

PASTORS'/in the Church, Often, often have the$ 
Occaſion do conecoct with Silence, very much Folly, 
which they may ſee in the People under them See it 
— Sirs, but ſay little of it; See it, bur paſs a 
n | them 


Father ſeem to deſerve a Beating for their Folly. The 


=..{ 


— — + Lok — A CSIR — 


22 Manly Chriſtianity deſcribed. 
them tendlerly; ing them to Reſt, when they may 


Manof God muſt remember that Character, Rev. 3. 
12. Him that overcometh I will make a Pillar in he 
Temple of my God. A Pillar that cannot bear will 
be good for little, He that cannot bear much Evil, 
will do but little Good. : 
6. I am unawares drawn into RELATIVE 
CHRISTIANITY. One ftrong in Grace is mightily 
Gtudious of a good Carriage in the ſeveral RELA- 
TIONS wherein God has placed him. A Chriſtian 
of any Strength is an hearty Student of RELATIVE 
CHRISTIANITY ; a mighty Proficient in it. This 
Relative Chriſtianity is vehemently preſſed upon Chri- 
ſtians, from this Conſideration, Tit. 2. 10. That they 
may adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. 
They are but ſorry Chritians, who are but ſorry Rela- 
ewes, The Chriſtianity which leaves the, Husband a 
Chur, and the Wife a Shrtw ; the Parent an. Oftrich, 
and the Child a Viper; the Maſter a Prog and 
the Servant a Drone; Brethren and Sifters 
and Cats to one another; Ralers like hungry Lions; 
and Subjefts like raging Waves of the Sea; Paſtors but 
Lol Shepherds, and Flocks.no otherwiſe a Crown, but 
as a Crown of Thorns unto their Paftort. Oh! call it 
not Chriftianity ! any thing elſe, what you pleaſe; 
but by no means let it be called Chrifianity. The 
Grace that ſuch Chriſtians may have in them, tis 
hardly worthy to be compared unto a Grain of Mu- 
flard-ſeed, unleſs it be for a worſe Quality than the 
allneſs of it. One main Deſign ot Chriltianity is 
mend all Relations, to regulate, and ſo to dulcify 
the Carriage of all | Relatives towards one another. 
Accordingly when we are getting onto ſome Strength 
in Chriſtianity, I will ten you what we. thould do. 
++ We ſhould firſt of all conſult the exceeding broad 
randment of God, which reaches to all K- _ 
117 : Willich 
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which teaches us how to treat our ſeveralRelatives We 
ſhall regard what is forbidden there, what is required 
there ; and we ſhall wiſn, Oh] that my Ways were 
directed always in ſuch a manner! And then we ſhall 
aim at the Good of our feveral Relatives, as well as 
our own. Self-love will not be the higheſt Motive of 
our obliging Behaviour to our ſeveral Relatives, meer- 
ly to oblige them unto Civility towards our ſelves: 
We ſhall have a ſincere Love to them as well as our 


ſelves, With all diſintereſted Sincerity we ſhall thin 


What (ball I do that my Relatives, every one of them al 


latives may have cauſe to bleſs God for ever for me? There 
will be a noble and a loving, and a lovely Strife among 
the Relations,which Side ſhall do molt Service, and (hew 
molt Kindneſs to the other Side, which of them ſhall 
overcome in Kindneſs and Goodneſs, Furthermore, we 
ſhall not count our ſelves releaſed from our. Duty to a- 
ny Relatives, becauſe they are unmindful of their Dat 

tow, We ſhall be dutitul [Hard Lines I] nor . 
to the Good and Gentle, but alſo to the Froward.. The 
All-wiſe God may this way make a trial of us. We 
may have Relatives that ſhall fall ſhort egregiouſly 


ungrateful, very abuſive. What ſhall this Baſeneſs 
of theits now extinguiſh our Duty to them? No, 
no, we ſhall do our Day to them, out of Reſpect un- 
to God, Tho' it may ſeem very hard for us to carry 
it well unto ſuch wretched Relatives, or indeed to 


Averſion: We ſhall think, Jr 4 for GOD, what I 
have to do; and 1 won't think much of any thing I have 
to do- for God. | 
Oh! Chriſtianity, ſhining like the San, in his Me- 
ridian Strength! 
found among the fronger ſort of Chrittians ! 
| | Cn 


may be the better for me? What ſhall I do that all my Re- 


in their Duty to us: They may be very moroſe, very 
do any thing for them; yet we ſhall get over that / 


Upon the — what kind of R-latives are to be 
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. "Conſorts, It you were ffrong in Grace, hay would 
it endear you to one another ! It would make your I. 
Huthand think, How tenderly, hom faithfully does my ' 
glorious Redeemer love his C:urch ! It would make j 
c 
t 
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the Wife think, How fectionately does the Church ſeel 

#0 pleaſe her glorious Head and Redeemer ! They would 
endeayaur a Reſemblance of this in their Carriage It 
towards one another. The Grace that is in Feſus 
Chri# would make them do ſo. os 

Parent; Were you ftrong in Crace, you would n 
be in a perpetual Travail and Argai/h, till you ſee Hi. 
the Image of CHRIST formed in your Children. In 
You would invent all the Ways imaginable to draw 
them into the Ways of Piety. 

\ Children + You would be full of & fignationto your 
Parents, You would ſerve nothing in this World 
ſo much as their Satisfaction. 

Maſters : Were you ftrong in Grace, you would be 
Fathers to your Servants ; and above all, do all that 
you can, to make them the Children of God. 

S:rvants: You would be full of Concern to pleaſe 
your Maſters, and ſerve them with ſuch Fidelity, 
that the Family might be ſenſibly the more Bleſſed 8 
your living im it. Y 

Brethren and Siſters | Were you ſtrang in Grace, 
2 would paſſionately purſue one another s Welare, 

ou would not live in Comention, but only contend, 
who ſhall do moſt for one another. | 

A Strength in Grac: would make Rulers become 7 
common Benefattors, and Miniſters of God for the Good I co 
of the People; and Subjects afraid of doing the leaſt to, 
Wrong unto the Rulers, earneſt in wiſhing all Pro- NM. 
ſperity to the Rulers. 0 

A Strength in Grace would make Paſtors to be in a Ng. 
continual Agony to ſave the Souls of their People; I Ex 
and to be above Diſcouragement by any little Fan- NW 
cies among them, from doing them all manner of Bu 
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Manly Chriſt deſcriped. a8 
uld Good by Day or by Night. And it would make th? 
our ¶ People to pray much for their Paſtors, and trengthen © 
m thein as far as they can in the Work of God, and re- 
ake ¶ joice to ſee their Paſtors in any deſitable Circumſtan- 
ſeek I ces; rejoice to receive the Vilits of their Pafors, when 
ld I they come to drop ſome of their holy Counſels on 
lage them, and on their little ones. 
qu A Strength of Grace would make the Righteous 
more excellent than their Neighbours ; and it would 
ld I make them alſo more excellent Neighbours than others 
| fee ¶ in the Neighbourhood ; readier 10 do all Good Offices ! 
ren. W more helpful upon Exigenciet, more hearty in Sym- 
raw pathy with them. 55 
What ſweeter than this Goodneſs in all Relations 2 
What ftronger than the Grace 1n the Bowels of which 
you ſhall find it all! 15 
7. When Sin grows weak in a Chriſtian, Grace 
grows then ſtrong in him. When we are ftrong in 
reſiſting of ftrong Temptations to Sin, or to connive 
at Sin, this will expreſs a Strength in Chriſtianity. 
We read of a certain Struggle, which had that Iſſue, 
2 Sam. 7. 1. David waxed ſtronger and ſtronger, and 
the Houſe of Saul waxed weaker and weaker. There is 
a Struggle between Sin and Grace, like that between 
the two Houſes of Saul and David, in every right 
Chriſtian. If the Sin become weak, the Saint is be- 
come ſtrong. | 
There is in Chriſtianity, one whom we may call, 
The Brother of Low Degree. This is onę, who very 
commonly finds bis Corrapt ions and his Temprations 
too frong for him: He is called, 1 Cor. 3. 3. a carnal 
Man. Carnality ver 1 lays him. le is 
not able to deny his Fleſh : The Appetites of his 
in a Fleſh are very ffrong, and are not eaſily to be denied. 
ple; Exer note it; ftrong Affection, to the Things of this 
Fan. World, they ſhew much Weakneſs in Chriſtianity. 
er of But now in fironger 9838 the Motions of Sin 
Fifth, | grow 
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26 Man Chriſtianity deſeribed. 
grow weaker and weaker ; The Luſts of the Fleſh in 
them are crucified, are expiring, are at their laſt Gaſp. 
It is no hard thing unto them to deny their fleſhly In- 
clinations. There is the Grace of Temperance, by 
which it is, that we can abſtain from Senſualities: 
And the Scriptural Name for that Grace is En ela, 
which is as much as to ſay, Grace within. There are 
ſome that can abſtain, and it is from a Strengib of 
Grace within them. They grow very indifferent unto 

11 things here below. They can with a more eaſy 
ndifference part with any thing, that God will have 
to be taken from them. There 1s no hiring, there 1 
no bribing of them to do an ill thing, Their Paſſion: 
are very much moderated- and mortified. Thoſe ve- 
ry Paſſions, which would once rage on the ſmalleſt 
Provocation, they will now hardly ſtir, no, tho 
they ſhould be very much provoked. They can re- 
pel the Propoſals of the F/ and of the World, and 
of the Devil, with much more Fortitude than once 
they could. They come off with frequent Fiforie: 
in their Encounters. Strong, flrong are they that can 
thus »vercome the Vicked one. Strong Men, that can 
get the upper Hand of a Devil, the ſtrong armed one 
that can rend a Lion like a Kid. Some ſuch there 
are ; and it may be faid of them, they don't get 
Cold every time the Wind blows, or the Air ſtrikes 
upon them. Every little thing won't put them out of 
order. Chriftian, thou art a frong Man, it thou art 
come to this This is an Athletic Strength of Conſti- 
tution. Thou art a Combatant of ſome Strength. 
Go on beating down thy Body, and all thy inferiour 
Adverſaries: A Crown is waiting for tber. 

The Matter 1s capable of a little more particular 
Illuſtration. The ftronger in Grace any Man comes 
to be, Sin, Sin becomes the more odious, the more 
loathfome, the more horrible to ſuch a Man. Lig h. 
Thoughts of Sin will make a Man's Chri Moy 
| weigh 
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weigh very light in the Balances of God. One ft 
in Grace does look upon the leaſt Sin as a greater Ev 
than the greateſt Sorrow in the World. If he be urg d 
unto any Sin, he cries out, Hom ſhall I do this Wick- 
jeg £47 [s, and fin againſt Goa | He is poſſeſs d with a 
"Wrong Ilea of the Evil in Sin; a firong Prejudice a- 
gainit it. He thinks, What ! Shall I forget that 
the Great GOD is acquainted with all my Ways ? 
© Or, Shall I reproach infinite Viſdom? Shall I de- 
© fy infinite Power ? Shall I trample on infinite Good- 
© neſs and Mercy? Shall I abuſe the Blood of my Re- 
© deemer, and proſtitute His Blood and His Grace 
© unto ſuch a vile Purpoſe, as to embolden my ſelf 
by it unto the doing of that abommable Thing, which 
© thy Soul hateth, O my God! Oh! I had rather die 
© than do ſuch a thing, | 
[ will go on, Strength of Grace will make a Man 
concur to Teftimonies againſt Sin, in his own Houſe 
as well as in any other People. When a Man would 
have Teſtimonies born againſt Sin in other People, be- 
cauſe of the Advantages he ſees thereby to wreak his 
own Diſpleaſure upon them, the Zeal may be ſtrong, 
but the Grace is very weak. This will be diſcover” 
when the ſame Sin is to be found in their own Chil- 
dren, or on ſome nearly related unto them. Oi 
then, 8 with them for my ſake. Old Eli ha 
a couple of wicked Sons. Had any other young 
Men in Iſrael ſo made themſelves vile, as thoſe young 


55 Nay upon the Criminals: But his own Sons 
2k mult have them complimented in the midſt of 
their Yileneſs, by which all Hrael had been ſcanda- 
lid. Grace was yet weak in the good Old Man; o 


he 
all 


as weak, that the Lord thundered from Heaven opon 
him, I will judge his Houſe for the Imguity ! \Where- 


to ht we if Grace were ſtrong in Men, they would bravely 
ry teſtifie againſt Sia, in * neareſt Relatives, as well 
" eee 


nit Men dic be would, a6 Judge, doubtlek have been | 
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22 deſcribed. 


as in any other People; nor would they be angry at 


others for their faithful Teſtimonies. The brave Le. 
vites obtain d a Bleſſing by this Faithfulneſs: They ſaid 
unto their Father and unto their Mother, I have not 
ſeen them: Neither did they acknowledge their Bre- 


then, nor know their own Children. 


Ihave not yet ſaid all. The Oracles of God make 
a Diſtribution of Man into three Parts; 1 Theſ. 5. 23. 
The Spirit, and the Soul, and the Body. The Spirit 
is the Rational Mind, Created and Infuſed, by an im- 
mediate Operation of God. The Soul is a Vital Flame, 
the next Seat of our Paſſions, and of ſo fine a Frame, 
that it can ſtrike the Spirit; and yet of ſo proſs a 
Frame, that it can alſo move the Body. The Bod) 
is the obvious Receptacle and Habitation of theſe 
wonderful Agents. There are numberlcſs Inſtan- 
ces, wherein the Affections of the Soul have the per- 
fect maſtery of the Spirit. The poor Spirit mult lie 
by, knock under, do nothing, but let the vitiated 
Soul carry all before it, A Regenerate Spirit chaſes a- 
bove all things to Glority GOD, and His CHRIST ; 
and it has gorten ſome Empire, over a Soul enveno- 
med and vitiated by Original Sin, in the doing of it. 
As far as the Spirit gains in its Empire over the Soul, 
by Divine C rata ; thus far, and no farther, is 
the Work of Sanctiſication carried on. Thus far, and 
mo farther, a Strength gf Grace becomes conſpicuous 
in him. The Spirit of an ungodly Man may _refuſe 
to gratify many Deſires of his Carnal Soul. But then, 
*tis Rag 9705 Conſiderations, that ariſe not above 
the Level of Carnality, Now, if a Man come to 
this, that he may gratity the vicious Deſires of his own 


Soul, and theſe vitious Defires alſo become violent and 
impetuous; and he may do this without any Damage 


unto any. of his Temporal Interefts. But his Heavenly 
Spirit, Abhors, Rejects, Denies, theſe Gratifications 
of his more Earthly S,; And this Denial turns 

hs not 
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y at not neither, upon any proud Propoſal, thereby to 
Le- make himſelf 4 Righteouſneſs before God:; Hut it 
JaiaF purely turn upon this: No; The Holy will 
t ſee it, and be offended : I ſhall treat the Blood 
© of my Lord Jefus Chriſt ungratefully : 1 ſhall 
6 grieve the Holy Spirit, that would ſcal me to the 
© Day of Redemption: I ſhall render my ſelf un- 
© meet, for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 
If purely by theſe Divine Conſiderations, the Spirit 
of Man can maſter, and conquer the Soul, even, 
when the Ferment of Sin, inflamed by Satan, is in 
the Heighth of all its raging, and raving, and cra- 
ving Fury; O thou Strong Man ! I come to thee, 
as the Meſſenger that came from Heaven unto Gi- 
deon, The Lord is with thee, O thou Mighty Man 
But this brings me on to one Stroke more, of Puiſ- 
ſant Chriſtianity, which to me ſeems greater yet upon 
ſome Accounts, than any that have yet been menti- 
oned: And that is, THE SPIRIT OF MARTTR- 
DOM. I maſt confeſs my ſelf too feeble a Crea- 
ture, to do ſo much as deſcribe that Heroick Flight of 
Grace in the Strength of it, that will carry Men on, 
with a moſt aſpiring Alacrity, to the Crown of Mar- 
tyrdom for the Lord. I take a Martyr to be a Strong 
Man. But ever ſince the Aſcenſion of our Saviour, 
the Army of Martyrs has been increaſing marvelouſſy. 
O Strong Spirit of Grace! Who has given his Word, 
and great has been the Army of them who have died forit! 
There have been Strong Men, who rather than com- 
mit the Jeaft Sin againſt God, would moſt readily 
and cheerfully Joffe Death; Death in all the hideous 
Forms of it: Strong Men, that would cheerfully 
embrace all ſorts, not only of Loſſei, but alſo of Tor- 
tures, rather than Sin againſt their Glorious LORD. 
If they were told of parting with deſirable Relatives, 
they would ſay, as the Martyr Kilian did; I would 
reely give all the Riches in the Warld, that I might — | 
Mi 
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30 Manh Chriſtiauity deſcribed. 
with wy Wife and my Children ; tho it were a poor Life} 
3 22 Bu I had rather be with 4 Glorias- 
Chrift, than with rhem ! If they were told of the 
Sweemneſs in Life, and the Bitterneſs in Death ,, they 
would ſay, as the Martyr Hooper did ; Oh ! but Life 
Erernal is infinitely ſweeter : And there is a ſecond 
Death, far more hitier than the tirft. This is Many) 
Let us follow them to the Stake. One of the Martyrs, 
whoſe Name was Kirby, ſaid unto his Friends; Be you 
at wry Burning, and you ſhall ſee à dier of Chriſt in the 
Flame:: Well, Sir, We will come. He prov'd fo. 
And ſo did an Army more. When the Martyr Brad- 
ford was ent'ring into the Flames, he cried out, Be- 
hold the Way to Heaven in a Fiery Chariot! When the 
Martyr Tankerfield firſt had one of his Legs in the 
Flames, he cried ont, Hell Fire is worſe than this; 
Chrift and the Saints above are better Society than any 
shat this World could afford unto me. When tlie 
Flames were taking hold on the Martyr Noyes, be 
cried out, Bleſſed be God, that ever I mas born for this 
Day: My Coals will ſoon be turn d into Pearls! Yea, 
there was one of our Martyrs, who carried the Flight 
yet a lutle further than this: It was the Speech of 
Haſcalis; Oh] methink:,' tis but a ſmall thing to die once 
for Chrift : Ifit might be, I could wiſh to die a thouſand 
Deaths for Him! Well; But are there any ſuci 
Srong. Men in our Days? Or is the Race all Extinct, 
like that of the Amediluviam Gyants ? Tes; In our 
Days, we have ſuch Heroes too. Look into the French 
Dangeons, and the French Gallies, and if the Saints 
have yet out-liv'd their Torments, there arc at this 
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very Day, the Confeſſors, who have undergone more WTF 
than many Burnings. This is Manly ! This is more Wo 
than Humane ! 546 ! "Il 
8. Finally, Ihe Sronger Chriſtian, is one, Hon 
who does not chuſe to cmbroil himſelf in Controder - St. 
fees of Religion; cſpecially about the leſſer Circum-· ¶ ca. 


ſtan- 


Jareleſs in his Morals 3 one won!ld not give a Straw 
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Rantials of Religion: But the Sub/tanrials of Real and 


unto him. We read, Matth. 23. 23. Concerning 
the weightier Matters of the Law. It is true; there 
are Controverſies in Religion, wherein we ought to 
contend earneſtly for the Faith. But then, the ftrongex: | 


of the Faith call him off, and compel him to ſtudy 
Controverſies. It was a good Speech of a great School- 
man and Writer, and from ſuch an one, it was a 
trange one; © That he eſteem'd more, the little Por- 
tion of Time, which he conſtantly ſet apart every 
Pap, for the private Examination of his own Heart, 

than all the other _=_ of the Day, which he ſpent 
in voluminous Controverſies. I will come to a 
further Conceſſion. There are leſſer Circumſtantialr 
of Religion; wluch ought to be preſerved: There 

ay be much of the preſent Truth in them. Yea, the 
more Sufferings a Chriſtian is willing toundergo, ra- 
ther than pollute his Conſciepce, by Compliances with 
inful Circamſtantials, the more God is Glorified: 


far be it from us, to think, that it was from Weakneſs 
of Grace in the Fathers of this Countrey, that they 
ſuffered what they did for Circumftantials. When 
we preſs you wiſely to proportionate your Zea, we 
don't intend, that you ſhould Forego and Betray any 
Things of the Kingdom of God, , becauſe they may be 
comparatively but little Things, 
But then, on the other fide ; we muſt obſerve it; 
That a Chriſtian, who is very ze«lons about Contro- 
verſal, and eſpecially Circamftantial Things in Reli- 
gion, but 18 very cold in the Practical Part of Religi- 
on; his Chriſtianity is of little Acrount. A great 
Stickler about leſſer ? Arr in Chriſtianity, bat one 
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Vital Chriſtianity, appear the more weighty Matterr 


that a Chriſtian is in the Grace of the Lord jJeſus 
Chriſt, . the more troubled he is, that the Adverſaries 


The more does the Grace of God ſparkle in him. Far, 
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Mah Christianity deſcribed. 
for ſuch a Chriſtian. A Man very ſtrict about (we'll 
eh he Subject of Baptiſm, yet wallowing in the Fol- 
lation of Sin: A Man very much concerned about 
© #he' Power of the Keys, yet remaining under the Po ner 
© of bis Lufts: A Man very much concerned about the 
true Form of the Chucrh, yet having-himſelf no more 
than a Form of Godlineſs : Verily, ſuch an one is far, 
far from all Pretences to Strength in Chriſtianity : 
Alas! There are ſtrong Pr-ſumprions, there are plain 
Evidences, that he is no Chriſtian at all, 

But there are three noble Eſſays of Chriſtianity, 
which vou will give me leave to call REAL and VI. 
TAL Chriſtianity. We will commend them to you. 
We will earneſtly commend them: Not as havin 
our ſelves atta nd unto them: No, no, yon mu 
not imagine, that the Preachers of ſuch Things, re- 
late their own Attainments: It were a vaſt Bleſſing 
unto us, and unto our People too, if we did. Alas! 
I muſt rather ſay, as the Antient in his famous Paſto- 
ral, Pul:-hrum d:ipinxi hominem pictor fedus. The 
higheſt of our Pretenſions (at leaſt I may ſpeak for 
my ſelf ) is, That we heartily Deſire ſuch Things; 
we heartily Deſire your Prayers to the Lord for us, 
that we may not be Negligen:, or Unſucceſsful in our 
Purſuit after ſuch Things. There are Three Things, 
which, Oh ! That we could help one another in fol- 
lowing after them. 

»The FIRST ESSAY is, To have the Great GOP, 
and his Glorious CHRIST, ſwallow us up: To be 
always thinking of Him; always acting for Him: 
Reliſh nothing any farther than we can find it aſſiſt us 
in acknowledging of Him: To refer our ſelves wholly 
to Him, and be ſatisfied in His moſt wiſe Diſpenſations 
towards us; becauſe we are ſure, whether we ſee it, 
or no, His Wiſdom does conſult His Glory, in all that Io 
befalls us: To have our onn Will, very much abo- 
liſhed, and find the Nil of God wonderfully extin- YL 
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The SECOND ESSAY, i Toby, 2 8 
ins and-Beveficence: towar {ME 
kable.Pleafpre, in all manner of {Bong 

Pleaſe comparable toit : To * ng 
cob een but ſee Occaſtens, to do args kr 
| „ delightfully,” with Ra 5 + 
— —— ſo much as to be /e 
joice at the Proſperity. of others, and be felted by 
the Smiles of God upon them; to Ls 9 509 the 
Adverſity of others; yea, tho it werd ol 
Enemy : To be afraid of harbouring the jeaſ 11 1605 
towards any ſuch; to forget eaſily how unjuſt, a 
unkind they have been, and to load them with 
Kinaneſſes. 

The THIRD ESSAL, is; Humility. You ſee 
what I have at laſt brought my ftrong Man to: He 
muſt be, A little Child, You ſee what my great Chri- 
ſtian muſt be; he muſt be Nothing. His higheſt 
Elight,-it is to be lem. it. is to lay himſelf in the Duſt. 
My Eagle is come — himſelf hardly ſo much 
asa Sparrow : He lies bemoaning himſelf in the low- 
eſt Valleys of Self-examination. As we are Nothing 
before God, ſo we muſt be willing to be Nothing a- * 
mong Men. We muſt have no Fondneſs for Applauſe 

and Honour in the World : Have rather ſome Horror 
of it: Be above Anger at thoſe who ſpeak, or think +, 
meanly of us : Endure the moſt publick Satyr, with 
much Equality of _ | ng) mi{-becoming Re- 
taliations, Take a dae of Hame to our ſelves; 
bear with Submiſſion, the amin Rebukes of Hea- . 
ven. Submit unto it, for to be deſpiſed of Aen. If a 
Others are = we muſt not be provaked. If 
we are laid afide, it muſt not move our Indignation : . 
Let all our Uneaſineſs at the worlt Ingratitude in tze 
E + World, * 
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